AP US History 
Syllabus
Course Description:


The objective of this course is to increase the student’s understanding of United States History from the Age of Exploration to the Present in order to prepare the student to complete the Advanced Placement US History Examination administered in May.   The course is taught as a college level course and will strongly emphasize reading and writing in the content area.

Course Overview 

Each class meets on a 70-minute period in a rotating modified block schedule with an emphasis on the developmental lesson, daily homework, quizzes, and multiple-choice and essay exams.  
This course examines the evolution of the American republic from the initial European involvement in North America to the present. Our investigation of the nature of American democracy includes methods, evidence, and scholarship from the areas of social, political, economic, cultural, and diplomatic history. The course is divided into periods of time and focuses on the themes highlighted in the AP Course Description.
Textbook:  Out of Many: A History of the American People, Faragher, Buhle, Czitron, Armitage, c. 2007.

Primary Documents will be listed in italics throughout the syllabus. These primary documents also reflect required and recommended readings found in the Massachusetts Frameworks for History and Social Studies.

Each unit also utilizes discussions of and writing about related historiography: how interpretations of events have changed over time, how the issues of one time period have had an impact on the experiences and decisions of subsequent generations, and how such reevaluations of the past continue to shape the way historians see the world today. [CR6] 

These discussions are woven throughout the course, but several are explicitly presented below.
Grading:


For the most part classroom testing will follow the College Board AP US History format, which may include Multiple Choice questions, Documents Based Essays and/or Open Response essays.  Essay questions will be graded using the same rubric as determined by the College Board.


Homework will be assigned on a routine basis and students are expected to hand in assignments according to a scheduled time frame. Homework will include the DBQs provided at the end of each chapter.  


Class participation will be considered as part of the grading process.  Students are expected to keep up with the reading assignments and to share information, ask questions, and provide individual perspective and analysis.


All students are expected to take the AP US History Examination in order to receive credit for the course at the AP level.

Curriculum Calendar

Summer Reading

Pre-Columbian Societies





Transatlantic Encounters


chps. 1, 2

Summer Reading/Writing Assignment

· Students will read chapter 1 (A Continent of Villages) and chapter 2 (When Worlds Collide) in the text.

Using the five-paragraph essay format, complete the “Documents-Based” Questions at the end of chapters 1 and 2.
Unit 1: Colonial History to 1763

Required Reading:

Chapter 3 Planting Colonies in North America

Chapter 4 Slavery and Empire-1441-1770

Chapter 5 Cultures of Colonial North America-1700-1780

Themes:  Religion, Culture, Identity, Economic Transformations, Demography

Key Discussion Topics:   

The Sword or the Cross?  

Inclusion or Exclusion?  

European motives/methods of colonization, a study of the development of the British colonial regions in North America as compared/contrasted to other European settlements in the Americas, the Salem witch trials, Puritan beliefs, differences in colonial regional development, and the African American experience in colonial America.
Primary Documents:

Mayflower Compact

Massachusetts Body of Liberties-1641
John Locke’s Treatises of Civil Government 1690

1976 DBQ Democracy in Weathersfield 


In class Assignment:

1993 DBQ:  English Colonies, North and South
Unit 2: The American Revolution (1763–1783)

Required Reading:

Chapter 6
From Empire to Independence

Themes:
Politics and Citizenship, Economic Transformations, War and Diplomacy

Key Discussion Topics:

Police Brutality or Propaganda?  

Comparing the Boston Massacre to the Kent State

Massacre.

Conservative or Liberal?  

A look at the causes and effects of the American Revolution.The origins of resistance; the British response; the decision

for independence; the military course of the war; and peace negotiations.
Primary Documents:

The Declaration of Independence

The Suffolk Resolves-1774

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom-1786

1999 DBQ American Identity on the Eve of the American Revolution

2004 DBQ French and Indian War

2005 DBQ The Impact of the American Revolution on American Society

Recent Scholarship: “The Revolution as a Social Movement” by J. Franklin Jameson [CR6]
In class assignment:

Free Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test
Unit 3: The Republican Experiment (1783–1800)

Required Reading:

Chapter 8
The New Nation 1786-1800

Themes:
Identity, Politics and Citizenship, Economic Transformations

Key Discussion Topics:

Crisis or Transition?  

A look at the role the Articles of Confederations played in the formation of the US Constitution. The structure of the government under the Articles of

Confederation; weaknesses and accomplishments of the Articles’ government;

foreign affairs in the Confederation period; the nationalist critique and the role

of Hamilton and Madison; the Constitutional Convention; and the debate over

ratification.
Blessing or Curse?  

The growth of political parties.

Primary Documents:

The Northwest Ordinance-1787

US Constitution

US Bill of Rights

Federalist Papers 1, 9,10 39, 51, 78

Recent Scholarship: “Shays’ Rebellion” by Alden T. Vaughn [CR6]
In class assignment:

1985 DBQ The 1780s:  A Critical Period?   

Multiple Choice Test

Unit 4: The Federalist Era (1788-1800)

Required Reading:

Chapter 8
The New Nation 1786-1800

Themes:  Economic transformations, Politics and citizenship

Key Discussion Topics: 
Idyllic or Pragmatic? Hamilton versus Jefferson; the rise of political parties; foreign

affairs with Great Britain, France, and Spain; the “Revolution of 1800”

Primary Documents:
Washington’s Farewell Address
Jefferson’s First Inaugural Address

In Class Assignment

1977 DBQ The Alien and Sedition Acts

Unit 5: Republicans in Power (1801–1828)

Required Reading:

Chapter 9 Agrarian Republic—1790-1824

Themes:  Economic transformations, Politics and citizenship, Environment
Key Discussion Topics: 

Strict or Loose Interpretation? 

Jefferson’s imprint; causes and results of the War of 1812; nationalism, sectionalism; the demise of the Federalists and the rise of the two-party system; and the early Industrial Revolution.

Primary Documents:

Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland

Report and Resolutions of the Hartford Convention

James Madison’s Message to Congress-Veto of Internal Improvements Bill

In Class Assignment:

1998 DBQ-Jeffersonian Republicans v. Federalists

Unit 6: The Jacksonian Era (1828–1840)

Required Reading:

Chapter 10 Growth of Democracy

Chapter 13 Coming to Terms with a New Age

Themes:  Politics and Citizenship, Identity, Culture, Reform
Key Discussion Topics: 

Man of the People or Master Politician? 

Mass democracy; Jackson versus Calhoun; the Bank War; the Indian removal; the rise of the working class; the Whig alternative.

Primary Documents:
1990 DBQ Jacksonian Democracy

1980 DBQ Andrew Jackson and the Indian Removal

Democracy in America, Alexis deTocqueville

South Carolina Refuses the Tariff, 1832

2002 DBQ Reform Movements

In Class Assignment:

Free Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test

Unit 7: Manifest Destiny and the Mexican War

Required Reading:

Chapter 14 Territorial Expansion 1830s-1850s

Themes:  Globalization, Environment, Culture, Identity
Key Discussion Topics: 
Natural Progression or Planned Aggression?  A look at US expansionist policies.

The lure of the West --Texas, New Mexico, Utah, and Oregon; Polk and war with

Mexico; and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.

Primary Documents:

A Tejano Describes the Beginning of the Texas Revolution

Manifest Destiny

Polk’s War Message

The Mexican View of the War

The Mexican War is On Behalf of Slavery (poem)

In Class Assignment:

Free Response Essay

Multiple Choice

Unit 8: The Slave System and the Coming of the

Civil War

Required Reading:

Chapter 11 
The South and Slavery 1790-1850

Chapter 12  
Industry and the North 1790-1850

Chapter 15
The Coming Crisis, the 1850s

Themes:  Economic Transformations, Slavery and its legacies, environment, reform 
Key Discussion Topics: 

An Inevitable split?  

How Irreconcilable were the differences? 

The “peculiar institution” and its impact on the South; abolitionism and North–South relations; the turbulent 1850s; “Free Soil” Republicanism.

Who is the ante-bellum American woman?  

A look at the mill girl, suffragist, immigrant, abolitionist, temperance leader, labor activist.

Primary Documents:

Frederick Douglass’s Independence Day Speech

Factory Life As It Is

Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions

On Civil Disobedience

1981 DBQ Northern Middle-Class Women, 1776-1876

1982 DBQ John Brown’s Raid

Notions of the Management of Slaves

My Life as A Slave

2006 DBQ  “Republican Motherhood”

Recent scholarship: “Whiteness,” Reform, and Slavery [CR6]
In Class Assignment

1987 DBQ The 1850’s:  Prelude to Civil War

Unit 9: The Civil War and Reconstruction

(1861–1877)

Required Reading:

Chapter 16 
Civil War
Chapter 17  
Reconstruction

Themes: Identity, War and Diplomacy, Reform, Slavery and Its Legacies, Economic transformations, Politics and Citizenship

Key Discussion Topics: 

Fighting to Be American?  

Reconstruction:  A Failure or a Beginning?

Reinvention or Business as Usual?

The South’s chance of victory; a question of leadership;

Lincoln versus Davis; emancipation; the military course of the war in brief;

Reconstruction; the sharecropping system; the “crime” of ’76; and the Compromise

of 1877.

Primary Documents

1974 DBQ The Crittenden Compromise

House Divided Speech

Gettysburg Address

Emancipation Proclamation

Plessey v. Ferguson

Black Code of Mississippi

A Sharecrop Contract

1996 DBQ   Constitutional and Social Developments, 1860-1877

In Class Assignment:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test

Unit 10: The Gilded Age (1865-1900)

Required Reading:

Chapter 18 Conquest and Survival—The Trans-Mississippi West

Chapter 19 Incorporation of America

Themes:  Environment, Demography, Culture, Diversity, Economic Transformations, Globalization, Politics and Citizenship, Reform
Key Discussion Topics: 

Progress or Genocide?  

A Natural Melting Pot?

Robber Barons or Entrepreneurs?
Settling the West: a question of exploitation; laissez-faire

and social Darwinism; the rise of the industrialists; labor’s response; urbanization;

immigration and “Tweedism”; the “Social Gospel” the politics of the 1890s:

big government Republicans and the Populists.

Primary Documents: 

1979 DBQ The Federal Government and Laissez-faire

2000 DBQ The Position of Workers

East Goes West

The New Colossus
In class assignment:

1992 DBQ The Settlement of the West

MIDTERMS
Mid-year Exam

Our mid-year exam will use the same format as the May exam except that it covers material only to the year 1900 or so.   There will be a documents based question, a choice from two open response questions and forty multiple choice.

Unit 11: The Progressive Era (1900-1917)

Required Reading:

Chapter 21 Urban America and the Progressive Era

Themes:  Environment, Demography, Culture, Diversity, Economic Transformations, Politics and Citizenship, Reform
Key Discussion Topics: 

Opportunity or Oppression?

Whose job is it anyway?
Progressivism: a ferment of ideas; the “muckrakers”;

“trustbusting”; the “Social Justice” movement; state and local

reforms; women’s suffrage; the progressive presidents — Teddy Roosevelt, Taft,

and Wilson; the “Square Deal” and the “New Freedom.”

Primary Documents:

1983 DBQ The Populists

1989 DBQ Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Dubois

1997 DBQ The Status of Women

The Atlanta Exposition Address

Niagara Movement Declaration of Principles

Recent scholarship: Populists and Progressives [CR6]
In Class Assignment:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Text
Unit 12: Foreign Policy (1898–1920)

Required Reading:

Chapter 20
Commonwealth and Empire

Chapter 22  
World War I

Themes:  Globalization, Economic transformations, Identity, War and diplomacy, Culture, Diversity
Key Discussion Topics: 

White Man’s Burden or Exploitation?

The War to End All Wars?
The imperialist arguments; war with Spain and the

Philippine institution; Teddy Roosevelt; the corollary and Panama; “Dollar

Diplomacy”; moral diplomacy; neutrality, “Over There”; “Over Here”;

and the treaty controversy.

Primary Documents:

1975 DBQ The Treaty of Paris of 1899

1991 DBQ The Fight over the Versailles Treaty

The New Nationalism Speech

Peace Without Victory Speech
In Class Assignments:

1994 DBQ Expansionism, Old and New
Unit 13: The Roaring ’20s

Required Reading:

Chapter 23  
The Twenties

Themes:  
Economic transformations, Culture, Identity, Reform, Politics and citizenship
Key Discussion Topics: 

Thoroughly modern America or a Lost Generation?

A Dream Deferred?

Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover: “Republican Orthodoxy”;

normalcy; the “Red Scare”; immigration legislation; the “new” Ku Klux Klan; the

Harlem Renaissance, the crash of the stock market and the

onset of the Great Depression; and Hoover and Voluntarism.

Primary Documents: 

1986 DBQ The 1920s

The Louisiana Klan’s Manifesto

The Immigration Restriction Law of 1924
In Class Assignments:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test
Unit 14: The Great Depression (1929–1940)

Required Reading:

Themes:
Economic transformations, Reform, Politics and citizenship, Environment
Key Discussion Topics: 

The Poverty of Abundance?

Share the Wealth?

The origins and effects of the Great Depression; 
Hoover’s “Voluntarism” approach; Franklin Roosevelt and the “Hundred Days”;

relief, recovery, and reform; critics of the New Deal — the “Economic Royalists”

on the right and Long, Townsend, and Coughlin; the Supreme Court fight and the

end of the New Deal.

Primary Documents:

1984 DBQ Hoover and Roosevelt: Liberal or Conservative?

The Second Fireside Chat

Share Our Wealth

Women on the Breadlines

Recent scholarship: The Nature of the New Deal [CR6]
In Class Assignments:

2003 DBQ FDR’s Responses to the Great Depression
Unit 15: America and the World

(1921–1945)

Required Reading:

Themes:
War and diplomacy, Globalization, Identity, Economic transformations, Politics and citizenship
Key Discussion Topics: 

Waking a Sleeping Giant?

The Holocaust—Could the US have done more?

The Atomic Bomb—Saving Lives or Sending a Message?
Isolationism, pacifism, and neutrality and their ramifications

for U.S. policy in Europe, Latin America, and Asia during the 1920s and

early 1930s; neutrality legislation of the 1930s; undeclared war in Europe and

the course of U.S.–Japanese relations in the late 1930s; Pearl Harbor; halting the

German blitz; turning the tide in the Pacific and the decision to drop the A-bomb;

the war on the home front; wartime diplomacy.

Primary Documents:

Four Freedoms Speech

West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnett

The Spirit of Liberty

Atlantic Charter

Korematsu v US

From Housewife to Shipfitter
In Class Assignment:

1988 DBQ The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb

Unit 16: Truman, Ike, and JFK: The Cold Warriors

(1945–1963)

Required Reading:

Themes:  Globalization, Economic transformations, Politics and citizenship, Culture
Key Discussion Topics:

Keeping the World Safe for Democracy?

Cold War in Europe; the beginning of atomic diplomacy;

containment (Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, NATO); crisis in Berlin; the Cold

War expands: the loss of China and the Korean War; the Cold War at home:

McCarthyism; Ike, Dulles, and the Cold War in Asia, the Middle East, and Latin

America; JFK and “flexible response”: the Second Berlin Crisis; the Cuban missile

crisis.

Primary Documents:

The Truman Doctrine

The Sources of Soviet Conduct

John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address

Why Communism is Gaining

In Class Assignment:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test
Unit 17: From the Fair Deal to the Great Society:

The Triumph of Reform (1945–1968)

Required Reading:

Themes:  Demography, Identity, Economic transformations, Politics and Citizenship, Culture
Key Discussion Topics:

Happy Days?

Time of Transition?
 The postwar economic boom and the rise of the suburbs;

did the 1950s represent the true “good life”?; the civil rights struggle; the New

Frontier; the Warren court; and the Great Society’s War on Poverty.

Primary Documents:

1995 DBQ African American Civil Rights

I Have a Dream Speech

Letter from Birmingham City Jail

Johnson’s Speech to Congress on Voting Rights

Brown v Board
In Class Assignment:

2001 DBQ Cold War Fears in the Post WWII Era

Unit 18: Protest and Turmoil: Vietnam and Watergate

Required Reading:

Themes:  Reform, Identity, Diversity, Culture, Economic transformations, Environment, Globalization, Politics and citizenship, War and diplomacy
Key Discussion Topics: 

What drove the Civil Rights movement:  Gandhi or Guns?

Whose war is it, anyway?
Involvement and escalation in Vietnam; Vietnam dilemma

and stalemate; the student revolt; Black Power and Women’s Lib; the election

of 1968; Nixon, Kissinger — ending the Vietnam War; the election of 1972; and

Watergate.

Primary Documents:

Roe v. Wade

Feminine Mystique

US v. Nixon

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
In Class Assignment:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test
Unit 19: Malaise: Ford, and Carter in the Seventies

Required Reading:

Themes:  Politics and citizenship, Economic transformations, Globalization, Identity, Diversity, Culture, Environment
Key Discussion Topics: 

Reaction or Reform?

OPEC and the oil shock; inflation and the new economy;

the start of affirmative action; setbacks and gains for women; the election of 1976;

Carter; Sadat; Khomeini; and disillusionment and the renewed Cold War.

Primary Documents:

In Support of the Equal Rights Amendment

In Opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment

Why the New Right is Winning
In Class Assignment:

Open Response Essay

Multiple Choice Test
Unit 20: A 10-Day Review for the AP U.S.

History Exam

The two chief aspects of the review period are the assignment of three or four

chapters per night for review and a quiz made up of 0– 5 multiple-choice questions

taken from the 1984 and 1988 exams to be given the next morning, graded

immediately, and discussed. For the remaining 25-30 minutes of each class, an

essay question or DBQ is placed on the board (selected to dovetail with the previous

night’s review chapters), and the class analyzes, brainstorms, and outlines an

answer to it.

May



AP US History Examination
