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Winthrop High School

Syllabus:  Intensive Visual Arts/Portfolio/Art IV, Period 2                   
                 Ms. Moore
                 cmoore@winthrop.k12.ma.us

Google Classroom Code: h4g4fis
Course Description/Expectations

This art course is the most advanced one available at Winthrop High School.  To be eligible for it you must have successfully completed the other levels of Art here or their equivalent.  This course expands and builds upon the student’s fundamental two- and three-dimensional visual art knowledge, techniques, and media explored and acquired in those courses. 

All students in this class (whether applying to fine art schools, colleges or universities, or not) must develop and complete a Portfolio/body of work (a minimum of 12 pieces of work) with written Artist statements, and a resume that meets the standards and requirements for applications to professional art schools, colleges or universities.

The portfolio is expected to show proficiency of skills in rendering techniques in various media, experimentation with a wide variety of media and techniques and the emergence of a “personal voice” or style. 

The essential questions explored in this year of Art are “How can I create quality work with meaning and personal expression?” and “What is my personal creative style?”

Students will be reminded of the methods of stimulating creative thinking including: artists’ habits of mind for studio thinking, synectic thinking and the many trigger words/verbs for creative approaches to transforming subject matter as well as the acronym of SCAMPER
 that helps organize those creative trigger words for further exploration. The emphasis of this course is placed on higher-level artistic thinking and advanced creative problem solving and developing “personal voice”.

General Syllabus
Semester I:

The focus for Semester I is creating personally and independently designed pieces in response to conceptual prompts and themes. It is hoped that these pieces will be able to be used as part of the portfolio body of work. Students will choose their medium and technique in response to each assignment. 

Experimentation and exploration of media will be encouraged through short mini-lessons to add to the students’ repertoire of experiences and skill acquisition.

An attempt will be made to stick to a schedule of in-depth assignments of durations of 1-3 weeks, with peer group and individual critiques and discussions at midpoints or the end of those weeks. Students are expected to improve work as much as possible taking into consideration what is learned and suggested in critiques.

We will continue to view and be inspired by various periods, movements, and artists throughout history, with an emphasis on contemporary art and artists. Students will be expected to look at, study, read about, and discuss artists’ lives, work, and relating historical periods as a background for projects and to help formulate ideas and processes for their own work.

Students are expected to concurrently advance their study of the fundamental concepts and elements of art and design such as line, shape, color, value, form, and texture as well as the tools and principles of artistic composition such as balance, repetition, unity, emphasis, and dominance. Students will be pushed to take these concepts to the “next level”. Students will draw upon their previous experiences with various art media (materials) and techniques (processes) and will also be expected to further develop their skills and experiment with new media and techniques as time and supplies permit.

Most importantly, students will be encouraged to develop their aesthetic sense of perception and critical thinking skills in order to enhance the physical act of skillfully creating their own unique works of art and personal expression.

For those students needing a portfolio for college application, assistance will be given in creating a photographed digital portfolio.
Midterm Exam

The Midterm will consist of the students writing their personal artist statement, which will be a two-page essay as well as performance-based assessment (a drawing).

Semester II:

The main focus of Semester II is creating a body of work called a “concentration”. The concentration is a group of works that demonstrate a commitment to the thoughtful investigation of a specific visual idea or personal theme. 

Students will be guided in the ways of selecting the theme for their concentration.

Students will be asked to research art and artists of personal interest and be able to present information regarding those to the class.

Additionally, in Semester II, the students should be working on revising and improving existing work for their final Portfolio. These works can also be from previous years.

Students will learn matting, mounting and personal presentation of work and may help in preparing and installing the Art Department’s exhibit.
Near the end of the semester, students will ready their work and present it for a final “Portfolio review” which may be conducted by artists from the community art association.

Final Exam (If applicable)
The final exam will consist of reflective writing and comprehensive essays pertaining to the assignments done during this Portfolio year as well as the culmination of experiences throughout all 4 years of Art classes at WHS.

Grading
Grading in the art classroom reflects many elements. Objective factors include full participation in class, successful solutions to the problems and criteria laid out for each assignment, completion of assignments in a timely manner, and skill development. Students should also realize that daily attendance and attentiveness, effort, cooperation, willingness to experiment, use of imagination, and goals of personal improvement are valued as much as the actual artwork produced. Final grades will reflect a combination of their hard work and enthusiasm along with the quality of the finished product. As part of the growth experience the teacher and student will discuss and evaluate the students’ work together during the process of its creation. Students will be encouraged to work on self-evaluation and will be asked to participate as much as possible in group evaluations and critiques.

Project Grades
Some grades for projects may be given as both “In-Progress” and/or Final grades as many projects are long-term and extend over several weeks.

Rubrics will be used to define specific points assigned to specific criteria.
Throughout the terms Reflective Writing will be given to complete the artistic process. 

The process of making Art encompasses many things including learning about materials, learning techniques & processes, acquiring skills, developing critical thinking, and finding the means of creative self-expression. Students should be able to reflect upon, understand and describe the many factors of the art-making process.

Attendance

Since attendance is crucial to completing all assignments, it is inherently factored into the grade of the projects. Students will not be excused from assignments because of absence (other than for extenuating circumstances). It is always the student’s responsibility to consult with the teacher to see what work they have missed and need to make up. Work must then be made up on the student’s own time –after school, at home or if time permits between other assignments. The regular school policies on attendance, suspension, and tardiness will be followed when grading.

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is the practice of taking someone else's work whether written, a work of art, music, or ideas and passing them off as one's own.  The WHS policy regarding this can be found on page 81 of the Student Handbook, and states:

“. . . Any student who cheats/plagiarizes on an examination, or any other assignment, shall receive a zero, and may not make-up such work. . . .”  
Furthermore, the instructor, will then notify the parent/guardian, and will speak to the student privately about the issue.
THE VISION of the GRADUATE

Winthrop High School strives to ensure its graduates are able to become productive citizens of their town, their state, and their nation. To do this, the school in 2011 embraced the following learning objectives, on which students are evaluated quarterly. Taken together, they express a community vision for what we want our graduates to be, know, and do.
 
WHS Students will become…
 
Critical Thinkers
·      They will use, apply, and evaluate multiple problem-solving strategies in a variety of  
                    disciplines.
·      They will be able to select, organize, and evaluate new ideas.
·      They will demonstrate the ability to actively and critically read.
·      They will develop the skills and acquire the knowledge necessary to prepare them for college  

       and career success

·      They will be able to set priorities, and manage their time and tasks.
Effective Communicators
·      They will communicate ideas and information with clarity and with an understanding 
       of their audience.
·      They will integrate and use a variety of communication forms.
·      They will listen effectively and respond appropriately to spoken communication.
·      They will master standard English-language conventions.
Conscientious Citizens
·      They will be aware of, and follow, their community’s rules and laws
·      They will respect themselves and the community at large.
·      They will be aware of and respect social and cultural diversity.
·      They will understand, promote, and show the importance of hard work to achieve 
      success.
·      They will own their mistakes, and will learn from them.
Creative Achievers
·      They will show curiosity and enthusiasm in everything they do.
·      They will work and think originally.
·      They will appreciate the arts in their many forms.
·      They will select, organize, and develop innovative ideas.
·      They will build off the ideas of others.
The NEW Cell Phone Use Policy, Student Handbook, pg. 79:
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Cellular phones, iPods and all other electronic devices are not allowed in ciassrooms during
school time. Misuse, mishandiing and theft of computers and technology equipment are subject
to disciplinary action.

Call Phones

Students are NOT allowed to use cell phones during class time at Winthrop High School. Any
student found using a cell phone during ciass time, will be subject to school discipline. Students
are permitted to use electronic devices during their assigned lunch period as well as during
transition time between class periods. Use of electronic devices during non-permitted times wil
resultin the following consequences:

1st offense: Cell phone will be taken away. The parent will be called to pick up the phone and
an administrative detention.

2nd offense: Cell phone will be taken away. The parent will be called to pick up the phone and
there will be a 2-hour detention.

3rd offense: Cell phone will be taken away. The parent will be called to pick up the phone and
there will be a one (1) -day out of school suspension.




Finally, WELCOME to the ART IV Class!  I am looking forward to working with those of you I already know, and getting to know those I may not yet know.  I am here to help you do the best that you possibly can in this course.  Do not hesitate to ask questions, and take pride in all that you do in class.
� A successful method used in creative thinking is the SCAMPER technique. The name SCAMPER is the acronym for: (S) Substitute, (C) Combine, (A) Adapt, (M) Modify, (P) Put to another use, (E) Eliminate and (R) Reverse.
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