English 9 Honors

Mr. Parsons

Short Story

Writing Assignments

All writing assignments are to be one paged, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman 12pt font.

Topic I: One of the most important elements in plot is conflict. Choose one of the short stories read in class and discuss the main conflict(s) faced by the main character. Be sure to explain how the conflict is resolved. 

Assignment: Write an introduction for the same topic using “Lady or the Tiger?” or “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.”

Due date: _____________________

Topic II: A character who remains the same throughout a work is called a static character. A character who undergoes a change is called a dynamic character. Select one example of each type of character from “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” “The Most Dangerous Game,” or “La Puerta” and explain why one is classified as static and the other dynamic. 

Assignment: Write an introduction and first body paragraph for the topic above. Be sure to use at least one quote in your body paragraph.  

Due date: _____________________

Topic III: The setting of a story, the time and place of its action, can give readers the flavor of a certain locale or can create atmosphere. Setting may also be an important element in plot and character development. Discuss the role of setting in “The Most Dangerous Game” or “La Puerta.”

Assignment: Write an introduction and one body paragraph for the topic above. Be sure to use at least one quote in your body paragraph. 


Due Date: _____________________

Topic IV: The theme of a short story is it’s controlling idea-the central insight that the story gives us about human life. Use “The Gift of the Magi” and state its theme. Discuss how the theme is evident throughout the story. 

Assignment: Write an introduction, one body paragraph and a conclusion. Be sure to use at least one quote in your body paragraph. 


Due Date: _____________________

