Macbeth Journals
Directions:  The following entries will be assigned as we read the play.  Journal formatting is different for this unit.  You will write journals by hand in the “journal” section of your English binders, which I will randomly spot check for credit.  Credit will be based on thoroughness of entries and worth 10 points per entry.  Effort is key.  Have your binders with you for every class.
Journal #1:  Has there ever been a time in your life when someone told you that something improbable would happen and it did?  Did the fact that the event was “predicted” cause you to behave differently than you would have otherwise and make it more likely for the event to occur?  Or did the event simply seem to occur without any assistance from you?

Recall what happened and include your feelings when you heard the event predicted and when it occurred.    

Journal #2:  Choose two of the characters you have met to this point and draw or cut from a magazine or print from the internet a picture of them.  Under each picture, list three words that capture the character’s personality.

Journal #3:  Write three sentences often said to you by someone close to you: a parent, a brother or sister, a friend.  Indicate the typical inflection and meaning for each; then vary the inflection and tell how this changes the meaning.

Journal #4:  Capture a person or a setting in a poem or a paragraph that includes several of the words that your group collected.  Your piece of writing could also use a line or phrase from the play that contains one of your words.

Journal #5:  Watch at least 10 minutes of a fictional tv show or movie and pay close attention to how it’s shot.  Record at least one camera technique the director uses, such as zoom, fade, close-up, long-shot, low or high angle shot, etc.  You can use your own words to describe what you saw if you are unsure of the technical terms.  How did this influence the scene?  How did it affect you, the audience member?

Journal #6:  Macbeth:  I am in blood


Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more,


Returning were as tedious as go o’er.

Copy this line into your journal entry.  Clarify its meaning.  Now, recall a time in your life when you were involved in a tough situation, had to make a decision about whether to turn back or push on, and found both options equally difficult.  What did you do?  Why? 

Journal #7:  Summarize an incident that caused you to feel several different emotions in rapid succession.  Then write a dialogue that reveals those changing emotions in stages.

