Midterm Research Project:  Lit Review

For your final, you’re going to be conducting psychology-based research of your very own.  Most of your time after 02 May will involve your data collection, analysis, and presentation.  In addition to actually carrying out research yourself, though, you’ll also need to look into the work that others have done about your selected topic.  Researchers call this a “Review of Literature,” or simply a “Lit Review.”

OBJECTIVE:

Your goal is to produce a well-written, heavily researched Lit Review on a topic of your choice.  Base your Lit Review’s length on the amount of information available to you; I’d be shocked if you were to turn in anything less than about 6-8 pages, double-spaced.  Many lit reviews are quite a bit longer than that.
METHOD:

First, come up with a research topic having to do with any aspect of psychology that interests you.  This can be something we’ve looked at already, something that we’re going to be looking at later, or something totally outside of Meyers’ perspective; remember, psychology is “the study of human behavior.”  Thus, anything we humans do is fair game.

Next, use that topic to develop a question that will guide your hypothesis.  The question should be simple, direct, and concise, and it should leave you with plenty of room for research.

Penultimately, use your question to conduct some research.  You’ll probably make extensive use of the Internet; for those of you with library cards, InfoTrac will be of the utmost assistance.  Generally, since your Lit Review will be looking at work that other people have done, it’s appropriate to include findings from many years ago.  More often, though, the more recent a source is, the better.  KEEP TRACK OF ALL YOUR SOURCES.


Finally, just write down what you’ve discovered.  There’s no formal format for a Lit Review; you just need to present to me the state of the scientific world’s knowledge of the issues your topic is designed to research.  Broadly speaking, think of the Lit Review as a sort of “book report” of prior knowledge.  Traditionally, people write Lit Reviews in the past tense.

CITATIONS:

Psychologists, along with educators, most doctors, and an increasing amount of liberal-arts fields, use APA format when citing material.  I’ll hand out a basic style sheet; there are also countless websites and a school librarian to help you out.  At the end of your paper, include a “Works Cited” page.

You’ll have this done by the end of the quarter. That means you need to have a final version to me by the end of the Wednesday before midterms begin (for me to get everything read and graded before grades close).  Enjoy! 

SUMMARY OF STEPS

1. Identify an interesting are you’d like to research (example:  Winthrop Slang)

2. Propose a question that will guide your research (example:  “Is the development of slang terms in Winthrop more common among some groups than among others?”)

3. Conduct a bunch of research (example:  old yearbooks containing slang, general scholarly work on language spread, class-based analyses of the use of slang in other cultures, etc).  Write your lit review.
4. Develop a hypothesis (example:  “People who live in different parts of Winthrop are more likely to develop different slang terms”).

5. Decide what method of research you want to use (useful for this example:  survey, naturalistic observation, correlation, case study.  Useless:  experimentation).
6. Identify what kinds of things you’ll need to find out in order to prove or disprove your hypothesis.  This includes stating an operational definition (largely centering on the different slang terms used), a listing of independent variables (the different parts of Winthrop, as well as age, gender, family background/history, and anything else you might wish to consider).

7. Conduct your research.

8. Write everything down.

9. Turn it in.

