Information Request

Standard Committee
Viking Longships Project

Mission Statement: 

1. “all students possess the capacity to learn”

Every high school student from grade 9 to grade 12 is allowed to interview for the Project, regardless of their academic abilities or placements. The class is completely heterogeneous, containing students with I.E.P.’s and 504”S, college prep students, and honor students. 




See attached sheet #1.
2. “that each student is a valued individual with unique physical, social, emotional, and intellectual needs” 

Please see below for a more detailed report of this answer. The other supporting fact is that the students can explore areas of interest to them and not necessarily the interests of the teacher or other class members. 

See attached sheet # 2

3. “engage our students in developing their critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills” 

See below for a more detailed report.

4. 
“We seek to foster a climate of shared responsibility among students, faculty, administration, parents, and the community-at-large.” See attached sheet #8.
5. The students constantly interact with their classmates and other teachers who sometimes act as consultants to the students. More that half of the students in the Program will make presentations to members of the administration and the faculty. The community-at-large and parents are involved in the 2nd and 5th grade Viking culture Days. 


See attached sheet #8, and #9.

2. Instructional Strategies

a.  The Longships was developed with a major goal in mind and that goal is to foster and develop a student-oriented program. The students lead and develop their own personal curriculum based on the specialized field they choose to explore and   study. Therefore each student has a very personalized set of instructions and personalized curriculum they create, with guidance from an instructor. If the advisor or instructor is not competent, or comfortable guiding the student in any field area chosen then consultants are found so the student can learn form a person who is a specialist in that field of study. 

See attached sheet #3and #10.

Examples: The Computer Department has help and consultation from Mr. Beck and Mr. DeMarco, because I am not knowledgeable to assist them.

Viking Longhouse, we hired a timber frame consultant, Mr. Rogers, to teach us how to construct a Viking longhouse.

Boat building and Navigation, we had consultants from the United States, Mr. Lance Lee, from the University of Oslo in Norway, Mr. Arne Emil Christensen, and from the Viking Ship Museum in Denmark, our consultant was Ole Crumlin Pedersen.

These are just three of many examples.

b.  The Viking Longships definitely connects across the disciplines at the high school. The students in any given year might be studying Viking mythology and sagas, which connects us to the English Department. We have also had students interested in creative writing and are writing original Viking stories again an English connection.

There are students who recreate Viking art styles for their woodcarving, textile work, and to illustrate mythology and sagas for our reading program. These students connect with the art teachers and students. A student is currently exploring the use of solar power for our longhouse, which has a science connection. 



c.  All work is created, developed, and completed by the students. They develop their curriculum and follow the path they set using a bi-weekly report, which plans out what they will accomplish in a two-week period of time. Student work is displayed in the main foyer of the high school and during our elementary school culture visits. The students are constantly making presentations to different groups in the course of the year. 

Please see attached sheet #4.
d.  As the work or progress on a project continues the students must constantly reflect on the work completed, the relevance of the work to the Viking Longships class and their own personal curriculum and sets of goals.

e. One of the criteria for a student in the Viking Longships Project is to allow the student to apply all that they have learned, in their years of education in the Winthrop School System to their work in the Project. This is one of the most important premises of the project: to apply your learning and education to the completion of goals set. The students must constantly analyze and evaluate their progress in the Longships. With the implementation of a monthly report, the students have a chance to evaluate and analyze their performance each month. Based on goals set in their bi-weekly plans at the end of the month they can measure their progress, accomplishments, successes and failures.
See attached sheet #4 and #5.

f.  Part of the Longships mission statement is that the students must learn to act and interact with the community and world around them. To date the students have presented proposals and updates to the Winthrop School Superintendent, School Committee, the High School Principal, and to outside organizations and businesses.

g.  There are a number of methods used to evaluate and assess the students. Each student must create and maintain a portfolio of the work completed and the steps they have made in their specialized field and in the class. There is also a self-assessment tool presented to the students so they can evaluate their own performance. The instructor presents the students with periodic portfolio checks, interviews and written evaluations. See attached sheet #5, #6, and #7.
h.  Yes. With the inclusion of the monthly review the students get to assess what they have accomplished over a one-month period of time. See attached sheet #5.
4. Technology

The VLP needs technology to survive and exist. We need computers to research and communicate with businesses vendors and consultants outside of the high school. We need photography to update student portfolios and to chronicle the development of the project through our picture portfolio. We use our computers on a daily basis. Our large screen projector is used to present information power points to different groups. The biggest problem that we have is a lack of computers. We do have three computers but none of the computers were supplied by the school system. Over the past ten years of the Project we have had five computers, one gifted to us by the Viking Pride Organization and the rest acquired through grants. These are all gone, we had to cannibalize them to keep at least one computer functioning, so as one computer failed we used the good parts to keep our other computers going.  We currently have three computers, one was received through a grant and the other two were donated to us by Suffolk University. The other problem is that there are many sites; we need for research, blocked by the school system, so the students sometimes have their hands tied.

Additional Information concerning the class can be found in attached sheets #11 and #12.

