Mr. Palen

Rm 5
(617) 846 5505

dpalen@winthrop.k12.ma.us
Geometry Course Syllabus

In this class, you will develop reasoning and problem solving skills as you study topics such as congruence and similarity, and apply properties of lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, and circles. You will also develop problem solving skills by using length, perimeter, area, circumference, surface area, and volume. 

Required Materials

· Text book:  McDougal Littell’s “Geometry”
· Notebook
· Writing utensil (preferably pencil)
· Scientific calculator at least (a graphing calculator is strongly recommended)
The following materials are expected to be brought to class EVERY scheduled Math period.

Grading

The grades in this class will be broken down quarterly as follows and based upon a points system.

· Assessments ---------------------- 40%
· Homework ------------------------ 30%

· Attendance/participation--------- 30%

Assessments

Tests and quizzes will be given periodically throughout the quarter. There will be a review day prior to most assessments. 

Homework

Homework is a tool to help all students practice the skills they learned in class in a more independent setting. Homework will be assigned most nights. Often, the homework consists of bookwork or worksheets, however other times it will be to study for an upcoming test/quiz. Written homework will be collected at the start of the next class day unless otherwise noted. Homework is expected to be completed to the best of the student’s abilities with their name and the assignment clearly written on the top of each new page. Any homework not clearly labeled may result in the student not getting credit for the assignment. There will usually be a short period of time at the start of each class to review the previous nights homework assignment. Students are expected to follow along and correct the problems we review, as this will provide clear insight to whether or not they should seek extra help.

Attendance/Participation

Students are expected to come to class every day with the required materials. Class work, will consist of note taking, bookwork, open discussions, and group/individual projects. Students are expected to participate in every dynamic of the class. Some work will be collected for grading and some will be used to help students facilitate their own understanding of the material 

Make-up

Students are expected to maintain a high level of attendance at Winthrop High School (Please refer to the Students Handbook). Assignments and assessments that are missed due to absences from class are expected to be made up in a timely manner. It is the responsibility of the students to complete and hand in any and all missed assignments. I will not be hunting people down. Any assignments not made up will result in a zero.

Classroom Rules

· Arrive to class on time and prepared to work
· No food, drinks, cell phones, hats, foul language, electronic devices (except calculators), etc…
· Please respect the teacher, classmates, yourselves, and the classroom materials
· Stay seated at all times unless instructed or given permission to do otherwise.
· Be attentive and quiet when either the teacher or another student is speaking.
Extra Help

I am available most days after school until 2:45, but can stay later if necessary. Just make arrangements with me so I know that the student/parent is coming. I can be reached via the school phone or my email listed above. Any and all are encouraged to contact me if they have questions or concerns.

Topics 
· Essentials of Geometry
· Reasoning and Proof
· Parallel and Perpendicular Lines
· Properties of Triangles
· Similarity
· Quadrilaterals
· Circles
· Transformations
· Area and Surface Area
· Volume
