Primary Research and Facing History and Ourselves Syllabus

Course Descriptions: 

Facing History: 
In this class, students examine how the reliance on stereotypes, gossip, rumor, and fear led to the Holocaust and other extreme forms of racism.  

Textbook:  

Facing History:
Facing History and Ourselves: Holocaust and Human Behavior

Grade break down:

Tests are 100 points a piece
Tests vary. Some tests are essay only and others include essays/ short answer and multiple choice. Students will be told a week in advance of tests.

Papers and Projects are 100 points a piece
Sufficient time will be given for these major assignments. Details, expectations, rubrics, etc. will be provided the day the paper or project is assigned.  If you are absent the day of a major assignment is due, your assignment will only be accepted with a doctor’s note. DO NOT be absent on due dates.

Quizzes points will vary
There will be pop and open notes quizzes

Homework is 10 points a piece
Homework will range from bookwork to reading packets and taking notes. Homework is due at the beginning of class. Any homework handed in after, up to one day after the due date, will receive half credit. Any homework handed in after will not receive credit. (Unless you were absent. See student handbook).

Participation is 77 points: See Rubric

Class Agenda
Quarter 1
Unit 1: The Individual and Society
We will explore:
· How is our identity formed?
· How do our attitudes and beliefs influence our thinking? How does our thinking affect our actions?
· How can we keep our individuality and still be part of a group?
· How does our tendency to see us as unique but then as members affect our behavior?
Unit 2: We and They
We will gain an understanding of:
· The various ways nations have defined their identity
· How false ideas about “race” have on occasion turned nationalism into ethnocentrism and chauvinism.
· How some have viewed differences as proof that “they” are less human than “we” are.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 3: Armenian Genocide
We will identify:
· Who the “we” and “they” groups were in the Ottoman Empire before the genocide.
· What circumstances led to the genocide of the Armenians
· The evidence to support genocide did occur
· The range of choices individuals made during the genocide
· How the genocide is or is not remembered today.
Quarter 2
Unit 4: The Holocaust
	We will investigate:
· Early discrimination of Jews throughout history 
· The circumstances that led to discrimination of Jews in Germany and how that discrimination evolved between the 1920s and 1940s.
· The obedience and conformity of the German people under the Nazis
· The stages of the Holocaust
· The range of choices individuals made during the genocide
· Judgment of the perpetrators in moral and legal terms
· The Legacy of the Holocaust

MIDTERM

Quarter 3
	Unit 5: The Civil Rights Movement
We will examine three cases studies during the Civil Rights Movement (Crisis in Little Rock, Freedom Summer, Boston Busing).  While exploring these three events we will:
· Research the history of African Americans 
· Identify the “we” and “they” groups which often resulted in conflict
· Recall the range of choices individuals made
· Examine the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement
	 Quarter 4
Unit 6: Rwanda and Darfur
We will uncover the genocide in both regions by:
· Who the “we” and “they” groups before the genocide.
· What circumstances led to the genocide 
· The evidence to support genocide did occur
· The range of choices individuals made during the genocide
· How the genocide is or is not remembered today.
Unit 7: Reflection and Memorials
We will reflect on:
· How different events are remembered and create an original memorial.

FINAL EXAM

