Unit I: Power and Evolution of Language         



(4 weeks)                      
Big Idea:  Why does a language change over time?


Essential Questions:  

We’ll explore the following questions throughout the unit.  Our written and oral responses should attempt to answer some of these questions as we read.

· How is language affected by cultural change?

· How are language and literacy used to spread ideas?




· How is language used as a tool for power?

· Why is literacy important?
· How does language affect meaning?
You will be able to:

· gather relevant information from multiple sources, while assessing the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of task, purpose, and audience (writing)

· integrate information into the text selectively to maintain flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source (writing)

· write a personal narrative utilizing details and specific language choices to create a unified tone and achieve a purpose (writing)

· compare texts from the same period, author, or genre to determine and understand contextual themes (reading)

· identify and analyze the relationship between culture and language, up to and including today’s lexicon (language)

· present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to the purpose, audience, and task (speaking and listening)

Texts:
Summer Reading Books by same author
Epic Poem:

Beowulf (excerpts) by anonymous (circa 1000 A.D.)

Non-Fiction:

“The Glorious Messiness of English” by Robert MacNeil (1995)

“Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan (1990)

“How I Learned to Read and Write” by Frederick Douglas (1845

Literary Concepts Focus:

· heroic epic




· archetype
· characterization

· symbolism

· Kennings
· Allusion

· Imagery

· evolution of English language

· figurative language 
Power and Evolution of Language
 Unit Assignments 

Classwork and Quizzes 
· Learning Logs: randomly collected and graded based on depth and thoroughness 
· Reading Check Quizzes: factual questions based on reading & evaluated for correct answers 
· Notes/Binder Checks: randomly collected and graded based on depth and thoroughness
Essays & Papers 
· Author Study Paper:  an essay comparing a major theme or pattern in two novels by the same author, which includes the steps of outlining, drafting, editing and revising (may carry over into Unit Two)
· Personal Narrative:  an essay written in response to a college application prompt of your choosing (may carry over into Unit Two)
· Analytical Essay:  in-class timed essay on Beowulf that is edited and revised 
Tests 
· Unit Test: passage annotation, analysis questions and open response essay based on unit themes and literary device focus
Homework
· Beowulf Journals: journal entries relating to ideas from the epic poem
· Analysis questions: based on elements of Beowulf
· Author Study Steps: various assignments related to research and brainstorming  
Participation 
· Participation: in both small group activities and class discussions 
