ELA 9
Unit 1: Conflict and Survival
Unit Overview

Big Idea: How do people differ in overcoming conflict?

Essential Questions:
 Why is it important for people and cultures to construct narratives about their experiences?
How do certain events in our lives change us forever?
How does an individual’s point of view affect the way he or she deals with conflict?
How does reading about the struggles and triumphs of others impact us?

You will be able to:
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience (writing)
Develop and strengthen writing through planning, revising, editing, rewriting (writing)
Write multi-paragraph analysis essays including introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion (writing)
Create thesis statements about thematic concepts (writing)
Develop note-taking skills for lectures, discussions and readings (writing/listening/reading)
Annotate literary and informational texts (reading)
Determine how diction affects meaning (language)
Determine how figurative language affects meaning (language)
Participate effectively in conversations with diverse partners, building on the ideas of others, and expressing your own clearly (listening/speaking)
Use evidence to support conclusions drawn from text (reading)

Texts
Novel: The Call of the Wild by Jack London
Short Fiction: “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell
		“The Lady, or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton
		“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe
Non-Fiction: “Straw into Gold: The Metamorphosis of the Everyday” by Sandra Cisneros
		“Fragments of an Autobiography” by Charles Dickens
Poetry: “Sonnet 55” by William Shakespeare
	“The Cloud” by Percy Bysshe Shelley
	“Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes
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