Presentation:  Drug Effects on Consciousness

Dust off your library card, sharpen your Google skills, and go buy a poster board!  You’re about to embark on a quest that will enlighten and amaze you, as you dig into the effects of drugs and other states of consciousness on your conscious mind.  If these things can, as Freud thought, pull your subconscious out into the open, then you’re going to find out how.

Task:  research and present the effects of different drugs and other alternate states of consciousness on your body and your mind.

Method:  you will give me a written report (around 300 words), display a poster OR PowerPoint (see rubric for details), and give a presentation (around five minutes) to your classmates about your assigned state of consciousness.  

Scope:  focus on the following four areas.

1. How does your drug affect your biopsychology (the user’s brain)?

2. Why and by whom was this drug developed or discovered?  Dig into its history.

3. What sort of personal experiences has this drug resulted in?

4. How does your drug affect your state of consciousness (alertness? Drowsiness? Hallucinations?), and is this effect positive or negative?

Answer all four questions in your verbal presentation.  Then, depict questions 1, 2, and 3 on the poster board/PowerPoint.  Do this through diagrams, illustrations, personal accounts, drawings, graphs, and brief captions.  Finally, put your answer to questions 1 and 4 in your written report.

References:  You’ll be including a reference list with your final project.  Use anything you find in a public library, including books or periodicals.  You must use at least one printed source (note:  this does NOT mean “printed from your computer.”  It means “bound in book form.”).  Then, use information you find online.  Use ONLY the following sources:


www.apa.org (The American Psychological Association)

www.nimh.nih.gov (the National Institute of Mental Health)


www.nida.nih.gov (the National Institute on Drug Abuse)


ANY website affiliated with a university (MUST have an .edu suffix, unless it’s a foreign university).

Plagiarism:  it goes without saying that you WILL do your own work.  Each group must submit, as part of their written report, a full breakdown of what each student did.

