Conflict and Survival								Unit Overview 
Big Idea:  How do experiences and events in each of our lives change us?


Essential Questions:  
We’ll explore the following questions throughout the unit.  Our written and oral responses should attempt to answer some of these questions as we read our texts.
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· How does reading about others’ struggles and triumphs affect us?

· How does an individual’s point of view affect the way he/she deals with conflict?



· Why do struggles make some people stronger and impede others from growing?

· Why is it important for people and cultures to construct narratives of their experiences?



You will be able to:

· use close-reading strategies to formulate thesis statements about themes in the texts
· select, incorporate, and analyze evidence to support claims in writing
· select and implement close-reading strategies (dialectical journals)
· determine how diction and figurative language affect meaning
· collaborate with diverse partners, building on and challenging ideas and using the texts for support


Texts:

Novel:
The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Short Fiction:
“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
“The Lady or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton
“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allen Poe
“Before the End of Summer” by Grant Moss, Jr.

Non-Fiction:
“By Any Other Name” by Santha Rama Rau
“Straw Into Gold: The Metamorphasis of the Everyday” by Sandra Cisneros




“Fragments of an Autobiography” by Charles Dickens





Poetry:  
“Sonnet 55” by William Shakespeare
“The Cloud” by Percy Bysshe Shelley
“Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes
“Bribe” by Pat Mora
“Upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne Bradstreet (1666)

Film:
brief clip from “127 Hours” directed by Danny Boyle


Literary Concepts Focus:
· plot structure, poetic structure, point of view, figurative language, diction, theme, tone, style

Assignments may be added or removed from our agenda based on time constraints.

In-Class Writing and Quizzes (25%)

· “Do Now” Responses: randomly collected and graded based on depth and thoroughness of analysis, as well as connection to specific passages and ideas from the texts 
· Reading Check Quizzes:  factual questions based on reading assignments, evaluated for correct answers 
· Open Response Essays: timed in-class essays for which you will use the details of our readings to support your claim about the unit’s themes 

Process Papers (30%)

· Poetry Analysis Essay:  an essay analyzing point of view and diction in a work of poetry 

· The Call of the Wild Research Essay: an essay comparing the novel to Jack London’s own life

Tests/Projects (20%)

· Creative Writing Project:  poem incorporating themes from the unit as well as figurative language and poetic structure

· Unit Test: passage annotation and analysis questions based on figurative language, tone, point of view, diction, and unit themes 

Homework/Dialectical Journal (15%)

· Literature Circle Role Sheets:  fulfillment of assigned role for each class, including the thorough completion of each role sheet using direct evidence from the novel 
· TP-CASTT: for all poetry, evaluated on thoroughness of responses for each step, use of specific evidence from the poem for each step, and depth of analysis for each step 
· Dialectical Journal: five “literary” entries and five “interaction” entries for each short story 

Participation (10%)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participation: in both Literature Circle discussions and class discussions
