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Chapter 5: The Toil of the Trace and Trail
1. In what ways was the team in a "wretched state" when it reached Skagway? 
2. Why didn't Buck get a rest after the run? 

3. Describe Hal and Charles. 

4. Describe Charles' wife Mercedes. DON’T FORGET TO ADD HAL, CHARLES, AND MERCEDES TO YOUR INDIRECT CHARACTERIZATION CHART!

[bookmark: _GoBack]5. How were Hal, Charles and Mercedes unfit for the North?
6. Why shouldn't they take the tent on the trip? 
7. Why was 14 dogs too many? 
8. Why was this family doomed from the start of the trip? 
9. Why did Hal go from overfeeding to underfeeding the dogs? 
10. Why were the seven remaining dogs described as a "bag of bones"?
11. Describe spring in Alaska. Use at least 3 quotes from the text.
12. Why did John Thornton advise them not to go on to Dawson? 
13. What does the saying mean, "It was idle to get between a fool and his folly"? How did the family fit that description? 
14. Why didn't Buck get up no matter how much Hal beat him? 
15. What finally happened to the family? 
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