Beowulf Journal Entries




Name:





English 12  
Directions: Please answer each assignment in 1 typed page in length, double-spaced, and include detailed reactions to characters or situations in the texts.  Use quotations where appropriate, cited in MLA format.  Make personal connections to the texts as well.

1. What makes a hero? Beowulf is a heroic epic, and the title character exhibits traits commonly found in heroes in the literature of this time.  What are these traits?  Which do we still attribute to heroes in the 21st century and which are outdated?  Explain why you think society’s concept of the hero has changed in some ways, yet stayed the same for over a thousand years in others.
            Due: ____________________________
2.  Describe Grendel:  Write a complete description of Grendel.  Use details given from the text and add others from your own imagination. Be sure to include alliteration and kennings in your description.


Due: ____________________________
3.  Wealhtheow’s Perspective: Focus on the celebration at Herot. Write a stream-of-consciousness narrative from Wealhtheow's point of view. You should include her impression of everything to this point, her hopes for the future, her reactions to Beowulf's first battle, her response to the celebration, and so on.


Due: ____________________________

4. Unferth’s Jealousy:  Retell the events between Beowulf and Unferth from Unferth's point of view. Consider his background, his original jealousy of Beowulf, his own fears, and his change in attitude.

Due: ____________________________

5.  Your Elegy:  Everything old is new again.  We're not so different from the ancient scops who sought to mourn their losses and to immortalize their heroes. Drawing upon the elegiac and/or the heroic tradition, write an original poem on a relevant current tragedy, such as the loss of a popular icon, a natural disaster, war, etc.  You may use whatever form seems most appropriate: ​ traditional or free verse, but try to capture the appropriate tone. 


Due: ____________________________

6.  Lost in Translation:  How does the translation of a literary work alter its meaning and style?  Read the four passages on the handout and answer the questions on the back.  
Due: ____________________________

