Author Study

Essay Requirements

1. Format:

· 8 paragraphs: 1 intro, 6 body, and 1 conclusion
· 5-7 pages
· Intro paragraph must include the topic, title, author, and  relevant summary 
· Titles of novels/plays must be underlined or italicized 

· Intro paragraph must include a thesis statement at the end of paragraph
· Each body paragraph must have a topic sentence and transitional sentence that relates to your thesis
· Proper heading must be on the first page, and last name and page # on all pages
· Essay must be typed, Times New Roman, 12 point font, double spaced
· You must have a creative title
2. Content:

· You must explain how the theme/pattern is presented throughout both novels and its purpose/effect
· You must support your points with integrated quotations from the novels (at least two per body paragraph-6 body=12 quotes)
· All quotations must be in MLA format 
· You must include a works cited page in MLA format
3. Mechanics:

· Present tense must be used throughout
· Spelling, capitals and apostrophes must be correct
· No fragments or run-ons
· Proper pronoun/antecedent and subject verb agreement
· Punctuation must be correct (commas, periods, semicolons, colons)
· No apostrophe errors

· No first or second person pronouns (you, I, we, us, my, etc.)
· No contractions (don’t, it’s)

· All numbers zero to ninety-nine must be spelled out

***Please consult the class webpage for further resources on topic sentences, body paragraphs, incorporating quotes and MLA format. 

                                          Author Study Essay Rubric

	Category
	4-above standards
	3-meets standards
	2-approaching standards
	1-below standards
	Points 

	Introduction
	The introduction is

engaging, previews the two books in a meaningful way and  states the main

topic clearly. 

	The introduction

previews the two books and states the main topic. 
	The introduction

states the main topic

but does not adequately

preview the two books.
	The introduction is brief and does not include a preview of the books or a topic.  
	

	Thesis 
	Thesis contains rich concepts/devices and strong theme.  The thesis is stated in a

clear and concise manner,

which is engaging and

thought provoking.


	Thesis contains clear concepts/devices and strong theme.  The thesis is clearly stated. 
	Thesis contains basic concepts/devices and weak theme.  The thesis is not clear

or there are not three main points.
	Thesis includes weak concepts/devices and unrelated theme.  The thesis is out of place or the argument is posed as a question.
	

	Topic & Transition

Sentences
	Topic & Transition sentences are rich in conveying ideas and relate to thesis.  
	Topic & Transitions sentences are strong in conveying ideas somewhat relate to thesis.  
	Topic & Transitions sentences are basic in conveying ideas and somewhat relate to thesis.  
	Topic & Transition sentences are weak in conveying ideas and do not relate to thesis.  
	

	Textual Support
	12  textual examples and quotations are meaningful and properly integrated. 
	At least 10  textual examples and quotations are properly integrated. 
	At least 8 textual examples and quotations are integrated. 
	Less than  8 textual examples and quotation are integrated. 
	

	Analysis
	Rich and clear analysis is present. 
	Clear analysis is present.
	Limited analysis is present. 
	Weak/no analysis is present.  
	

	MLA Format 
	MLA format is present and correct throughout. 
	1-2 errors in MLA format.
	3-4 errors in MLA format. 
	5 or more errors in MLA format. 
No works cited page. 
	

	Mechanics 
	All mechanics are correct. 
	1-2 errors in mechanics. 
	3-4 errors in mechanics.
	5 or more errors in mechanics. 
	

	Language
	Rich and elevated language is used throughout. 
	Rich and elevated language is used somewhat. 
	Language is rudimentary. 
	Language is basic. 
	

	Conclusion
	Contains all necessary elements, restates topic and successfully answers the “so what” question. 
	Contains all elements, restates topic and somewhat answers the “so what” question. 
	Missing one element. Briefly restates topic and does not adequately address “so what” question. 
	Missing more than one element. Barely restates topic. Does not address the “so what” question. 
	


          ________/36=____________/100

You will get 1 point off for each of the following errors:

· _____Title of the novels are italicized or underlined
· _____Proper heading on the first page, and last name and page # on all pages
· _____Essay is typed, Times New Roman, 12 point font, double spaced  
· _____You must have a creative title
· _____Present tense is used throughout
· _____No personal pronouns (you, I, we, us, my)
· _____No contractions (don’t, it’s)
· _____ This rubric stapled to the back of your essay
Grade: ___________ – __________ (points off) = ______________ final grade
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