Senior Thesis
Peer Editing Sheet
Essayist’s Name:____________________________ Peer Editor’s Name: ________________________
Peer Editor:  Follow these steps closely when editing your peer’s essay.  Answer each question carefully and be honest. Remember, the more carefully and honestly you read through your peer’s essay, the more you can help him or her improve his writing.  Don’t let him or her down!
Structure:

1. Does the essay have the proper heading, last name and page number?  


Yes  /  No

2. Does the essay have a creative title (not Author Study  essay)?  


Yes  /  No        

3. How many paragraphs does the essay have?





________
The Intro Paragraph

4. Does the intro paragraph start with a hook that draws you into the essay?  

 Yes  /  No

5. a. Does the author’s full name appear somewhere in the intro paragraph?

 Yes  /  No    

    b. Does the title of both books appear in the intro paragraph, and are they italicized ?  
 Yes  /  No
6. The following questions are about the thesis statement:
a. Is the last sentence of the intro paragraph a thesis statement, meaning a sentence that clearly states what the entire essay is about? 





Yes  /  No
b. The thesis statement should clearly list the 2-3 concepts or literary devices that will be used in each of the  body paragraphs.  Does the thesis statement clearly list 2-3 concepts?  Yes  /  No
If Yes, list the  concepts here:

1. _____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________

c. The thesis statement should also clearly state the theme that is revealed by these concepts.  Does the thesis statement also clearly state the theme of the novel? 

Yes  / No

d. The theme should be a message (for example, “growing up” isn’t a theme, it’s a topic; a theme would be that ‘growing up means leaving innocence behind’).  Is the theme from the thesis statement a message that could stand alone?




 Yes  /  No


If no, how would you suggest that this writer express the theme of the novel?


e. Does the thesis include a strong verb? 





Yes/ No


    What is the verb? _________________________

Comment overall on the Intro Paragraph:

The Body Paragraphs

Body Paragraph 1:

7. Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

 
Yes  /  No
8. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 









 


              Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 1 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the first listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________
9. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

10. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

11. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

12. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

13. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 1, including strengths and weaknesses:

Body Paragraph 2:

14 . Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

 Yes  /  No
15. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 









 



Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 2 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the first listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________
16. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

17. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

18. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

19. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

20. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 2, including strengths and weaknesses:

Body Paragraph 3:

21. Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

 Yes  /  No
22. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 









 



Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 3 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the second listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________
23. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

24. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

25. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

26. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

27. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 3, including strengths and weaknesses:

Body Paragraph 4:

28. Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

Yes  /  No
29. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 
 Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 4 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the second listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________
30. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

31. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

32. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

33. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

34. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 4, including strengths and weaknesses:

Body Paragraph 5:

35. Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

 Yes  /  No
36. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 
 Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 5 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the third listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________
37. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

38. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

39. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

40. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

41. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 5, including strengths and weaknesses:

Body Paragraph 6:

42. Does the body paragraph start with a topic sentence including the title?

 Yes  /  No
43. Does the topic sentence clearly state the concept that this paragraph will be about? 
 Yes  /  No
       a. What is the concept that Body Paragraph 6 is about? ___________________________________

       b. Was this concept the second listed in the thesis statement?



 Yes  /  No

       c. Does the topic sentence state two directions/examples? 



Yes/ No

       d. What are the two directions?

              1. ___________________________________________________________________

              2. ____________________________________________________________________

       e. Does the topic sentence include a strong verb? 




Yes/ No

          What is the verb? __________________________________

44. Does the topic sentence also re-state the theme from the thesis statement? 

Yes  /  No

45. Are there examples from the text to explain the author’s use of that concept?

 Yes  /  No

a. Are there direct quotations?



 Yes  /  No  How many? ________________

      b. Are there parenthetical citations following each quotation? 


Yes  /  No  

      c. Are they correctly formatted (Author Last Name, Title Page)? 


Yes  /  No

46. Is there clear analysis to explain each quote and relate it to the theme? 

Yes/ No

47. Is there a transition sentence to that wraps up the paragraph and links to the next? 
Yes  /  No

48. Comment overall on Body Paragraph 6, including strengths and weaknesses:

The Conclusion paragraph

49. Does the conclusion paragraph re-state the 2-3 concepts that this paper was about? 
Yes  /  No

50. Does the conclusion paragraph also re-state the theme that the paper was about?
 Yes  /  No

23.  Does the conclusion paragraph connect this theme to life beyond the novel itself? 
Yes  /  No

Format

51. Is there a Works Cited?







 Yes/ No

52. Is the Works Cited in proper format (alpha by title, 2nd entry should start with ---)     
Yes/ No

53. Is the essay typed, in Times New Roman 12, double spaced, 1” margins? 

Yes/ No

54. Is present tense used throughout? 






Yes/ No

55. Does the essayist avoid personal pronouns (I, we, us, you)? 



Yes/ No

56. Does the essayist avoid contractions (don’t, it’s)? 




Yes/ No
